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Har-Ber Journalists Unsure After Administrative Actions

Bailey Hopkins
The Multicultural News

The controversial Har-Ber
series – the publication in its
student newspaper of stories
about student athletes -- left
an impact on the journalism
programs of Northwest Arkansas, some schools reacting with fear, others with a
sense of boosted morale.
In the fall semester of the
2018 school year The Herald, the newspaper of HarBer High School, was briefly
suspended, and then continuously censored by the administration of its district.
Initially, students and teachers in other schools were
shocked and outraged.
“When the staff initially
heard about it, we were frustrated that the program was
under fire in the first place
and it made us scared for
what we published,” said Deqlyn Buttrey, a reporter for
the Rogers Heritage newspaper, The Talon.
In their first print issue of
the 2018-2019 school year,
students from Har-Ber High
School printed a story addressing the motivation
behind the transfer of stu-

One of the headlines in the Oct. 30 Har-Ber Herald that led to the
Springdale School District’s removal of the news story and an editorial concerning the transfers of six Har-Ber football players last
year to Springdale High School. The removal was later reversed.
(Photo courtesy of the Northwest Arkansas Democrat Gazette).

dents between Har-Ber and
Springdale High School. In
response the administration
for the district momentarily
suspended the Har-Ber journalism program and is now
subjecting the program to
prior review.
This caught the attention
of national media outlets
such as Buzzfeed News and
The Hill, as well as inspiring
editorials in newspapers such
as the Arkansas DemocratGazette.
Since this incident, students
in local journalism programs
have been worried about
their own programs.
“We feel like we are often
walking on eggshells so as to
not upset the administration,”

said Rachell Sanchez Smith,
the editor of the Mountie
Spectrum newspaper at Rogers High School.
The reactions of both the
general student body and
administrations have left
current high school journalists fearful for the future.
“I know that as long as
I am the editor that I will
not be afraid to fight for my
publication’s rights. But I
fear that future editors and
staff members will be easily intimidated by the censorship, and that administrators will take advantage
of that fear,” said Sanchez
Smith.
Despite the negative connotation from the events at

Har-Ber, some students at
Rogers Heritage believe
that the events might have
even helped them.
Delaney Van Wilpe, the
sports editor for Shine, the
Rogers Heritage yearbook,
said she was disappointed that the Har-Ber staff
“didn’t get to have your
own freedom of expression, and I thought it was
cool that you guys pursued

your rights. I think all of it
encouraged us a lot.”
“I don’t think the events
at Har-Ber really affected
what goes in our paper. It
just kind of encouraged us
to present what we want,
and I think our principals
have always been and always will be very supportive,” she said.

continued on page 10

Har-Ber Censorship Leads
to Legislative Efforts
LJP Staff Report
The Multicultural News
High school journalism
programs gained the spotlight in the Arkansas State
Legislature this year as a Republican lawmaker sought to
boost the rights of journalism
advisers and restore journalism classes as a requirement
in the state’s high schools.
State Rep. Julie Mayberry,
R-Hensley, pushed two high
school journalism bills without success during a Feb. 28
House Education Committee
hearing. Yet Mayberry gath-

ered a significant coalition of
high school instructors, students, media organizations
and academics, who made an

continued on page 12

Rep. Julie Mayberry, right, and
Carla Sprague, Har-Ber High
School journalism adviser (Staff
photo).
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LJP Staff Remembers Brig Caldwell’s Contribution

Gina Shelton
The Multicultural News

LJP is not the same without Brig Caldwell. The Rogers Heritage leader who died
late last year had been a major
supporter of our program. His
enthusiasm was contagious.
His legacy lives on through
the many students he inspired.

Some are at the UofA now,
and he would be proud of the
2019 LJP class -- the largest in
our 18 years. While it’s hard
to adjust to Northwest Arkansas without Brig, we celebrate
his significant impact and will
look for ways to honor him in
future years.
Please contact me at ginas@
uark.edu if you have suggestions or want to help make

sure Brig, his family and his
dreams for a more united
community are not forgotten.
Our session started with
high school journalism under
threat, from Springdale to
Little Rock. The LJP students
responded by taking this program seriously.
Professor Rob Wells led a
group in examining the challenges and the future of re-

porting. He joined students
and educators in testifying
at the Arkansas Capitol on
the importance of journalism
courses in schools. Our high
school educators do a fantastic job, and we value them.
Thanks to Maritza Cedario,
a Springdale High graduate
who was the student assistant
and organized the six Saturday workshops.

A donation from Tyson
Foods covers the expenses
of LJP – and scholarships
for graduates to study in our
school. We are also thankful to Rusty Turner, editor
of the Northwest Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, and
Kimberly Marquez, editor
of La Prensa Libre, for all
they do for LJP and the region.
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Students Rely on Social Media, Internet for Daily News
Madelyn Stout,
Rachell Sanchez Smith
and Deqlyn Buttrey
The Multicultural News

A Har-Ber sophomore,
Kennedy McClure, scrolls
through her Instagram feed,
as accounts like KNWA roll
over the screen of her phone,
allowing her to stay updated
in her community.

“I’m probably on social media two to three hours a day
per social media outlet,” McClure said.
According to the Pew Research Center, 92 percent of
youths, ages 13 to 17, browse
the internet daily using their
mobile devices. A poll conducted in Rogers High School
found that 70.5 percent of
students receive their news
through social media. Just 5.8
percent of students look to lo-

Danny Fuentes checks his phone during a break in the
LJP schedule. (Photo by Serenity Anderson)

cal media, such as Channel
40/29 or the Democrat-Gazette, for their news.
According to CNBC’s Sara
Salinas, Instagram stories
have now doubled Snapchat’s
with a total of 400 million
users. Busy schedules lead
students to believe they don’t
have time to sit down and read
or watch a long news program, so they turn to social
media for quick facts.
“It’s simply more convenient,” said Aura Vargas, HarBer High School junior.
“When I am in my free
time the first thing I do is go
to social media, and when the
news is already there it is so
much easier than finding a
station and sitting there for a
while,” McClure said.
High schools such as Heritage, Rogers and Har-Ber
provide a printed newspaper
where local and school news
is published, which leaves
room to question why the students do not go straight there
for news.

“I don’t trust journalists
because almost every sort
of media is skewed,” said
Corbin Finstad , Har-Ber high
School junior.
At some schools, support for
student journalism is limited.
“Since we don’t receive money from the school to print, we
have had to even pick up trash
after basketball games,” said a
staff writer at the Rogers High
Spectrum, Ingrid Betancourt.
Students also follow sites
such as Buzzfeed and CBS
Sports. Their content differs
from that in the printed press
by not having quotes or the
whole detailed story.
In fact, in many cases, the
posts these accounts publish
are full of statistics and quick
facts.
Buzzfeed News published
a post about the floods in
California. The headline of
this post was “Catastrophic
Floods Have Turned California Towns into Islands and the
Photos are Surreal.”
The post contains a total of

four photos with unidentified
people and a short passage
that read, “Days of unrelenting heavy rains have left thousands of Northern California
residents stranded. Officials
say it is the worst flooding
the area has seen in more than
two decades, and one river
swelled 14 feet above flood
stage.”
In contrast, USA TODAY
journalist Doyle Rice’s story
contained his byline, telling the reader who wrote
the story, and a resident, was
identified. The article quotes
from Sonoma County Sheriff
Mark Essick and meteorologist Craig Shoemaker.
Madelyn Stout is a junior at
Har-Ber High School, Rachell
Sanchez Smith is a junior at
Rogers High School and Deqlyn Buttrey is a sophomore at
Rogers Heritage High School.
This is the first year for all
three in the Lemke Journalism
Project.

ICE-Police Agreement Still Criticized After a Decade

Rachell Sanchez-Smith
The Multicultural News

For more than a decade, the 287(g)
program has been in the minds of local police and immigrant communities. With the renewal of the program
on Dec. 11, 2018, numerous local
organizers and activists have rallied
against the program claiming that it
hurts undocumented communities.
The 287(g) program enables local
law enforcement or a state to jointly
work with Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE). This partner-

ship allows officers to also act as ICE
agents, who can then question people
about their immigration status.
Officers are not allowed actively to
look for undocumented immigrants
but they are permitted to share a detainee’s information with ICE.
The program has been enacted in
more than 70 different countries in
the nation. In Arkansas, there are currently only two counties that cooperate with ICE: Benton and Washington
counties.
Benton County Sheriff Shawn Holloway said the benefit is “being able
to identify violent criminals who were

not in this county legally and after they
go through our legal process to send
them back to where they are supposed
to be.”
Many advocates for the end of the
287(g) program have expressed their
concerns about the ICE alliance in
Northwest Arkansas.
“Immigrants are not here making the
community dangerous but instead are
making an impact,” said Iris Aquino,
representative of local Catholic Charities.
Additionally, leaders of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
have openly criticized the partnership.

“The ACLU has strongly opposed
the 287(g) program, believing it has
led to illegal racial profiling and civil
rights abuses while diverting scarce
resources from traditional local law
enforcement functions and distorting
immigration enforcement priorities,”
according to the ACLU website.
Several government agencies have
also cited inconsistencies in the ICE
and law enforcement agreement. The
United States Government Accountability Office (GAO) conducted a
study over the controls and supervi-

continued on page 12
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Church Sign Prompts Reaction in Springdale
Diana Campos
The Multicultural News

On Feb. 15, President Donald Trump declared the situation at the southern border
to constitute a national emergency. Since then, conversation about immigration and
border security has become
popular within the United
States, including Springdale.
Springdale Apostolic Faith
Church sparked controversy
in the area after posting a
sign that reads “Heaven has
strict immigration laws. Hell
has open borders.”
The sign got popular after
local community activist, Irvin Camacho, tweeted photos
of the church and commented, “This church in Springdale is doing it wrong. As a
place of worship, you should
not be adding more fuel to the
fire of hatred and discrimination toward undocumented
people.”
Such a sign in Springdale
might have surprised the
city’s large immigrant and
Hispanic community. Ac-

cording to the U.S. Census,
36.5 percent of the city’s
population is made up of Hispanics.
Michael Pennington, assistant pastor of Springdale
Apostolic Faith Church, said
in an interview with KNWA,
“The reason we put that sign
up was to tell everybody it
is not easy to make heaven.
If you read scriptures, it
tells them the road to hell
is wide and broad, but the
road to heaven is narrow and
straight.”
Many believed the sign was
related to the hot issue of
border security in the United
States and not to religion.
However, Pennington said
that his wife came up with the
message “before we had seen
it anywhere else” and that the
church “of course” apologizes
to anyone it offended.
Rocio Paez, visiting assistant
professor in the department of
sociology and criminology at
the University of Arkansas,
said there is an incorrect stereotype that immigrants bring
crime to America.
Paez said part of the prob-

lem might be the amount of
time people spend on social
media, reading stories that
provoke fear.
However, a 2018 study by
the Cato Institute using 2015
crime statistics from Texas
found that illegal immigrants
in the U.S. were 25 percent
less likely to be convicted of
homicide than native-born
Americans. The same study
found legal immigrants were
87 percent less likely.
Paez, who was born in
Mexico, said that she is hopeful that people will recognize
that immigrants make communities better.
“The United States is a nation of immigrants who reinforce key American values
such as hard work, upward
mobility, and family values,”
Paez said. “Punitive immigration laws that equate immigration to criminal acts
not only legitimize the criminalization of immigrants as
‘criminal aliens’ or ‘illegal
aliens’ but also reinforce
practices that treat immigrants as criminals.”
She said that the key to fix-

A sign at the Springdale Apostolic Faith Church caused
concern for some residents. (Courtesy photo)

ing this issue is implementing
resolutions that expand rights
and protections not only aiding the Hispanic communities, but all communities.
“We should strive to implement policies based on humane and rational means to
integrate immigrants into

U.S. society,” she said, “rather than look to additional punitive measures as solutions.”
Diana Campos is a senior
at Springdale High School.
This is her third year in the
Lemke Journalism Project.

Immigration Politics Common Topic of Conversation
Jackie Garcia and
Dominique Jimenez
The Multicultural News

Northwest Arkansas is known
for its multicultural population, so
immigration politics is a common
topic of discussion, said a University of Arkansas political science
professor who spoke to the Lemke
Journalism Project.

“A lot of immigration politics is
personal and frustrating,” said Dr.
Xavier Medina Vidal.
This misunderstanding misrepresents immigrant families and communities. “It pushes us to act however we can,” he said.
Juan Delgado of Rogers said, “I
spent a year and a half in Mexico
due to the process of being able to
get my papers fixed. I was excited
and sad at the same time because I

had to leave my wife and kids behind for a while.”
Said Avila said her parents, who
worked on a farm, were offered the
opportunity to come to the U.S.
through the Immigration Reform
Act and Control Act of 1986.
“The asylum process is a very
long and protracted. What’s unusual is the number of people coming
all at once, which is what scares
people and gets them worked up.

It also feeds into the narrative that
all these people will take us over.
It’s unfortunate that this language
is used and is meant to incite some
of these anxieties,” Vidal said.

Jackie Garcia and Dominique
Jimenez are freshman at Rogers
High School. This is their first year
in the Lemke Journalism Project.
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Historic Recordings May Link Local Marshallese to Ancestors
Kalina Calep
The Multicultural News

A New York anthropology
professor is hoping that Marshallese in Northwest Arkansas can connect to ancestors
through old recorded interviews.
Glenn Alcalay was in
Springdale for an event honoring the survivors of nuclear
testing in the Marshall Islands. He said residents of the
islands were asked to temporarily leave in 1946 so the
United State military could
test bombs there. Many have
still not been able to return to
their Pacific Ocean homes.
“It gives very new meaning
to the word temporary,” Alcalay told the meeting in Springdale on March 1.
An estimated 14,000 residents from the Marshall Islands live in the region because their native islands are
too contaminated to return.

They have special permission
to live in the United States but
do not have citizenship.
The March ceremony was
called “Four Atolls Nuclear
Survivors Day.” Guests included civilian and military
veterans who attempted to
clean up the site in the 1980s
and contend they are battling
illnesses related to that work.
Alcalay, a professor at John
Jay College of Criminal Justice, said he fell in love with
the Marshall Islands when he
lived there in the 1970s with
the Peace Corps. He said since
then he’s dedicated his life to
collecting research about the
islands and the people, as well
as trying to discover what the
government did.
He encouraged the Marshallese to go to his website,
atomicatolls.org, to listen to
interviews he has recorded
with people on the islands
over the past 45 years.
He said that the U.S. government has done little to as-

sist people who have been
torn from their homeland and
they’ve lost connections to
their pasts.
“You paid the ultimate price:
with your body,” Alcalay said.
Harold Rumzek said he was
the commander of a cleanup
team at the event. “I’m recovering from throat cancer,” he
said in a raspy voice. “We’ve
been fighting for 42 years.”
Tina Marie Fitzgerald, a representative of the cleanup veterans, tearfully told the group
that the United States “stole
your culture, stole your traditions.”
“I am so sorry for what we
did,” she said.
She said the veterans suffer from cancers, degenerative diseases and other unexplained illnesses.
Dr. Sheldon Riklon, a Marshall Island native who works
for the Community Clinic and
UAMS, said 25 to 40 percent
of Marshallese have diabetes.
He said that while diabetes is

Military veterans join local Marshallese at ceremony in
Springdale, “Four Atolls Nuclear Survivors Day.’’ (Staff Photo)

not directly related to the testing, it is a result of the disruption to the people. Their traditional fishing and farming
lifestyles were taken, he said.
He said they are 10,000
miles from home facing “unfamiliar obstacles” and can be
recognized by their flip-flops
and bright tropical outfits,
even in the Arkansas winters.
“We suffer from many
chronic medical conditions
because of our past,” Riklon
said.
The ceremony included
prayers from the Marshallese

chaplain for Tyson Foods.
Many local leaders attended,
including the Springdale
mayor and other elected officials. Riklon said Marshallese
are appreciative to Arkansas
for accepting them into the
community.
“The world can be cruel, especially when you look at our
history,” he said.
Kalina Calep is a junior at
Springdale High School. This
is her first year in the Lemke
Journalism Project.

Educators Must Recognize Immigrants’ Abilities
Emilia Grace Aguayo
The Multicultural News

LJ Shelton was the first member of
her family to go to college. Now she
has a doctorate degree and spends her
time at the University of Arkansas
training educators to help college students.
Shelton spoke to Lemke Journalism
Project students in February about her
research with undocumented Latino
students.
She said society sometimes looks at
undocumented students as being broken, but their multilingual and multi-

cultural backgrounds are tremendous
assets.
“The educational system is structured in a way that creates challenges
for undocumented students to express
their knowledge,’’ she said.
Making sure the system recognizes
students’ abilities and supports them
can be difficult, she said, particularly
in the politically charged environment
in the United States.
“The broader climate, overall, is a
challenge,” she told LJP students.
Shelton joined the University of Arkansas in 2014 and coordinates the
master’s degree program in the College of Education and Health Profes-

sions. She wants educators to make
sure that in the classroom they engage
all students. She said if students feel
like they have been categorized by
their accents or their status, they disengage.
Teachers, she said, must be aware of
potential legal barriers faced by students, so they can help them support
their educational goals.
About 20 percent of the undergraduate students at the University of Arkansas are first-generation, like Shelton was, and the UofA offers special
programs like mentoring to assist
them with exploring career paths and
balancing school and work.

Shelton is originally from Kansas
City, Missouri. ``Being a first-generation college student, I didn’t have people asking me what I would major in,’’
she said. “I didn’t really know what I
was doing.”
She said she was interested in social justice and studied sociology and
criminology at The Ohio State University. She said that campus activities led
to her passion for student affairs. She
studied abroad in Africa and Germany.
She earned her doctorate degree
from Michigan State University. In
her research, she looks less at numbers
and more at undocumented students’

continued on page 15
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Use of Names in Accident Stories Topic of Ethics Discussion
Ennia Hernandez
The Multicultural News

When a UA freshman
was struck and killed in a
pedestrian crosswalk by a
distracted driver, reporters
rushed to the scene to cover
the tragedy.
Plenty of information was
available – the victim’s
name, age and hometown;
the driver’s name, age and
hometown. News organizations identified 18-year-old
Andrea Torres, but did not
identify the 17-year-old
who was cited for distracted driving and using a cellphone while driving.
That raised an ethical dilemma explored with the
Lemke Journalism Project
by Professor Ray McCaffrey, director of the UA
Center for Ethics in Journalism.
Some outlets did report
the driver’s hometown of
Little Rock and the victim’s
hometown of Clarksville.
At the time of the accident,

some news organizations
showed the driver’s dented
BMW and what appeared
to be Torres’ tennis shoe
and belongings strewn near
the site.
On social media, comments left by donors flooded the GoFundMe account
set up by her family to cover Torres’ funeral expenses.
All of this challenged reporters’ journalism ethics,
calling to question sensitivity and whether it was
neglected while covering
the scene.
McCaffrey told LJP students that challenges are
involved in covering tragic
news. The First Amendment provides free speech
and journalists get freedom
of the press, but there is no
law to restrict journalists in
how to do their jobs.
With such freedom, however, comes great responsibility. McCaffrey said
journalists should follow
the Society of Professional
Journalists’ Code of Ethics:
Seek truth and report it,

minimize harm, act independently, and be accountable.
McCaffrey said the first
two points were met when
reporting on the pedestrian
death. He also said reporters should “be sensitive
when seeking or using interviews or photographs of
those affected by tragedy
or grief.”
Reporters try to minimize
harm while reporting on
accidents of interest to the
public.
“I feel as a person, one
should feel this ethical
boundary not to suffocate
someone who is dealing
with death,” said Isabelle
Escobar, a Springdale High
School student.
McCaffrey cites “The
Ethical Journalist,’’ a book
by a longtime newspaper
editor, Gene Foreman. In
it, Foreman writes that citizens need to know about
crimes and accidents to
be informed about public
safety.
“Tragic, fatal accidents

Word of the fatal pedestrian accident on the UA campus was
widespread, even to the Today in Fort Smith website, which
created this graphic. (Courtesy of Today in Fort Smith)

are something we hear
about all the time, so I
don’t think justifying the
journalists’ actions with
making the public aware of
the dangers is a good reason to cross the imaginary
ethical boundary of letting
a family mourn,” Escobar
said.
Torres’
community’s
grieving was reported by
local outlets in her hometown of Clarksville. Reporters interviewed old
friends and teachers from
her high school.
Torres was pursuing a
degree in architecture and

had dreams of opening her
own architectural firm. She
had a love for art, culture
and life, her sister said.
“The SPJ code says journalists should be honest, fair
and courageous in gathering,
reporting and interpreting
information,’’
McCaffrey
said. “Ethical journalists treat
sources, subjects and colleagues as human beings deserving of respect.”

riculars, sporting or other
entertainment events as
well as spending time with
others in person or on the
phone – has dropped by 16
minutes, to 1 hour and 13
minutes a day.
Family therapist Michael
Ungar wrote in Psychology
Today last year that parents
can do more to make sure
their children are not overusing cell phones, including creating substitute time

for chores and responsibilities. They can also be better role models in their own
use of phones, he wrote.
The Pew study can be
found at www.pewresearch.org.

Ennia Hernandez is a senior
at Springdale High School.
This is her second year at the
Lemke Journalism Project.

Teens Spend Nearly Six Hours Daily on Screens
Lyzbeth Chavero
The Multicultural News

A new analysis shows that
teens today are spending
their time differently than
they did a decade ago.
Teens ages 15 to 17 do
homework for an hour a
day, up from 44 minutes
a day about a decade ago,
according to the Washing-

ton-based Pew Research
Center.
The center studied Bureau
of Labor Statics data and
found that young people
are devoting more time to
homework and to sleep.
And they’re spending less
time socializing.
The study said teens get
an average of more than 9
½ hours of sleep a night,
an increase of 22 minutes
compared with a decade

ago and almost an hour
more than in the mid1990s.
They spend about the
same amount of time as a
decade ago on leisure (5
hours, 44 minutes on week
days). The bulk of that time
is on screens, like gaming,
surfing the web, watching
videos and watching TV.
Researchers said the time
spent socializing – like attending parties, extracur-

Lyzbeth Chavero is a
sophomore at Springdale
High School. This is her
first year in the Lemke
Journalism Project.
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Bolivia Calls to UA Journalism Students
Jisselle Hurtado
The Multicultural News

This summer University of Arkansas sophomore Tegan Shockley will spend time in a hotel
where the walls and furniture are
made of salt.
Shockley is studying in Bolivia
June 7-22 with journalism Profes-

Photos from a previous student trip to Bolivia. (Staff photos)

sor Hayot Tuychiev and art Professor Rebecca Drollen.
They will travel to Salar de Uyuni,
the largest salt flat in the world. It is
4,086 square miles – which is twice
the size of Benton and Washington
counties combined – and has been
recognized by some groups as a wonder of the world.
“I am so excited about this opportunity. I looked up pictures of the salt
flats online and they are amazing,”
Shockley said.
She said the salt hotel “might take
a little bit to get used to, but how
unique is this opportunity?
“I get to tell people I’ve stayed in
a salt hotel. I bet it’ll be better than
camping anyway, like at least we’ll
have a roof over our heads,” she said.
Tuychiev said the students will
gain real-life journalism experience
in backpack travel journalism and
documentary photography.
“It is going to be an incredible experience for 12 students this year,”
Tuychiev said.
Tuychiev spent time with Lemke
Journalism Project students sharing

details of the trip, including photos
of the salt flats. Tuychiev, who has
led study trips to Bolivia before, is an
Emmy-winning documentary filmmaker and producer who teaches
broadcast journalism and multimedia
reporting.
He said six art students and six
journalism students will also go to La
Paz, the third most populous city in
Bolivia. The city is 11,975 feet above
sea level. And they will travel to the
rugged terrain of the Andes mountains.
Professor Ray Minor was part of
two groups that took a total of 25
students to Bolivia in 2014 and 2015.
Tuychiev and Minor led the journalism school’s first study abroad trip
when they went to Santa Cruz, Bolivia, in 2014.
“Study abroad is an excellent
chance for students to see the world
and learn about cultures, the environment and people outside of Arkansas
and the U.S.,” Minor said. “Leaving
the states for a few days or weeks can

continued on page 16

Dreamers Face Challenges when Seeking College Education
Roberto Calderon and
Milea Ring
The Multicultural News

Applying to a college and
getting scholarships can be
difficult for one group of
students in Arkansas. These
students are recipients of
the U.S. Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals (DACA)
policy. They are often called
Dreamers.
Even though they live in
the state, DACA recipients
in Arkansas by law are supposed pay out-of-state tuition,

which is much pricier than
in-state tuition. For example,
at the University of Arkansas
in Fayetteville, undergraduate
tuition is $246.12 per credit
hour, while the out-of-state
rate is $780.71 per credit hour.
For now, current students
who are DACA recipients
are unable to get many educational and employment opportunities, such as a teaching
degree in Arkansas. Dreamers
also continue to live in fear
of being deported and must
make difficult decisions that
affect their education and future.
The state legislature is cur-

rently considering bills that
could give DACA recipients
more opportunities.
For example, House Bill
1757 recognizes that Arkansas has chosen not to allow
recipients of the Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals policy to receive occupational or professional licensure, which has caused many
DACA students to leave the
state after completion of their
vocational or professional
coursework.
The intent of the bill is to
authorize DACA recipients to
receive an Arkansas teaching
license.

Oscar Cardona, a Spanish
teacher and soccer coach as
Rogers High School, confirmed that there are DACA
recipients attending the school
“I understand the situation
that they are in, and they appreciate what they do more
and they work for it,” Cardona said. “They know it’s not a
given privilege and that they
have to work for it, and that’s
what makes them people that
work hard for what they love
to do.”
Because of their uncertain
status, DACA recipients are
scared about what the government might do to them.

Cardona said that for DACA
students, education is the first
priority and that “they have a
plan but are scared at times.”
Cardona told about sisters
who were scared that they
were going to be deported
and they almost didn’t go to
college. Then some policies
changed, and they are now attending Northwest Arkansas
Community College.
According to the Center for
American Progress, an independent nonpartisan policy institute, ending DACA “would
cost Arkansas more than $236

continued on page 16
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Community Grieves Loss of Caldwell’s Wide

Areli Cabrera and
McKenna Clements
The Multicultural News

The seats were full; the hearts
were heavy. Tear-filled eyes
avoided the casket that held
the man they had all loved. For
years, Brig Caldwell relentlessly pursued the betterment of
others.
Caldwell, who was the community liaison at Rogers Heritage High School, died Dec. 14,
2018. He was 43 years old and
is survived by his wife and two
daughters. In his final hours,
people fled to his side out of
grief. Disbelief remained strong,
as his life was much too short.
Rogers Heritage High School
and the surrounding community grieved. As the news of
his death spread throughout the
day, more and more people had
to leave school because the loss
was too much.
“It was 16 days from his diagnosis to his death,” said Ashley
Pledger, who is a librarian at
Heritage, “and it’s taught me
that life’s too short to sweat the
small stuff. On his deathbed he
told us to build relationships
with people, and be a good person.”
Heritage student Brian Carbajal said Caldwell changed his
life.
“He got me to realize that
I only had four years of high
school left and it was not a time
to play around. I saw him every
day and every day he helped the
students or community with all
the events we used to do.”
Carbajal said Caldwell’s passions were his students. “They
were his priority while he was
here at school. He didn’t want

them to be left out, especially
if they were from Hispanic descent or Latino descent.
“He made them feel like they
were at home. He was always
there for them and his values
were always to help the community,” Carbajal said.
When Carbajal saw Caldwell
for the last time, “we made him
a promise that we were going to
continue doing what we were
doing,” Carbajal said. “One
way we’re honoring his legacy
is by continuing with LULAC
(League of United Latin American Citizens) and making it bigger.”
Caldwell was
always involved
in students’ lives
and in bettering the community. Below, he is
pictured with his
wife and children.
(Lower right, courtesy of Edward
Mathews Photography)

Martin Resendiz, an ESL
counselor at Heritage, said it is
hard to describe Caldwell’s role
because “he was a little bit of
everything.”
“He was a friend for many of
us, an advocate for students, a
support for families,” Resendiz
said.
“We’re still working on several of the projects that he created
and that he was a part of,” Resendiz said. “From the LULAC
dance, to the soccer tournament
that we’re going to put together,
he wanted to give to the community. He created scholarships.
Last year, LULAC donated

$17,000 in scholarships, and so
we’re trying to keep that legacy
going.”
Caldwell not only worked
in the Rogers Public Schools
system, he held a large place
in the community.
Marty Shutter, marketing director for Ozark Beer
Company, said he is honoring Caldwell’s legacy
through the beer he is brewing in Caldwell’s name.

“We’ll brew a beer here o
our end and every penny w
receive from that beer wi
go to the scholarship. Eac
year will be a different bee
it will be the style of bee
Brig liked,” Shutter said.
“He lived a wonderfu
life,” Pledger said, “an
something we’re finding ou
now, since he has passed,
all roads lead to Brig. H
touched everyone’s live
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everyone who met him or
knew him.”
Areli Cabrera is a senior
at Rogers Heritage High
School. This is her second
year in the Lemke Journalism Project. McKenna Clements is a junior at Rogers
Heritage High School. This
is her first year in the Lemke
Journalism Project.
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Lemke Journalism Project
Welcomes More Than 40 Students

Ana Viveros and Livier
Arellano
The Multicultural News

The Lemke Journalism
Project, now in its 18th
year, gives high school
from Northwest Arkansas
a way to showcase their
journalism skills and their
voices.
“Journalism is important
to me, because it’s taught
me a lot of things like how
to get better at research,
communication and time
management,” said Amelia
Southern, a sophomore at
Fayetteville High School.
“It gives people a voice.
We report problems and
we make people aware of
what’s going on,”
More than 40 students
participated in February
and March, learning important skills they can use
to become better journalists and better-informed
citizens.
Sophomore Andy Hernandez of Rogers High
School said he learned how
to take pictures from different angles and write in
newspaper style.
High schoolers who attend the program show
their dedication to journalism by giving up their Saturday mornings to come to
the University of Arkansas
campus.
Hernandez
encouraged
other students to take advantage of this opportunity.

“Journalism is something
important and you don’t really know how it’s going to
be until you try it out,” he
said.
The Lemke Journalism Program is named after Walter J. Lemke, who
founded the journalism
program at the university.
Kimpel Hall now has a
$2 million state-of-the-art
student media center that
opened last year. This program now gives journalists a better environment
to expand their journalism
skills.
Broadcast students recorded a newscast and
sports roundtable. Print
newspaper students came
together to discuss current
issues and work on their
stories. For students from
the six high schools that
were represented this year,
their goal is to get their
districts to understand how
journalism is meaningful to
them.
“Journalism is important
because it’s the way we communicate with the rest of the
world and the people around
us,” said Gabrielle Vite, a
freshman at Rogers High
School. “If we don’t have it or
if we don’t teach kids like us
to start young and really teach
them how to love it, how are
we going to spread the news
throughout the world in our
generation?”
During this year’s Lemke
program, students were able
to meet via FaceTime with

Julie Mayberry, a former
journalist who is now a state
representative, to discuss two
bills. One bill proposed to
have journalism taught as an
English course, while the other would have made journalism a required course again.
Unfortunately, neither bill
passed.
“With the two bills that
weren’t passed, journalism
isn’t something that has to be
offered in schools. I feel that
isn’t good for our future, because if we don’t teach kids
like us, how are we supposed
to have journalists in the future,” Vite said.

“It’s an outlet for me, a way
to explore different things,”
said Delaney Vanwilpe, a senior at Rogers Heritage High
School. “And as I learned
more about journalism, I’ve
been taking in news more and
learning more about the world
around us.”
Ana Viveros is a senior at
Rogers High School. This is
her third year in the Lemke
Journalism Project. Livier
Arellano is a junior at Rogers
High School. This is her first
year in the Lemke Journalism
Project.
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Emiliano Zapata Photos on Exhibit Locally in April

Gabrielle Vite and
Kimberly Jimenez

The Multicultural News
An exhibit featuring photographs of a famous Mexican
Revolutionary will be shown
on the Fayetteville Square this
month.
“I’d rather die on my feet
than live on my knees,” said
one of Mexico’s most renowned
revolutionaries:
Emiliano Zapata. As a leading
advocate for agrarian issues
during the Mexican Revolution, Zapata is seen as a war
hero.
He worked toward the destruction of the reigning feudal system that maintained
sharecroppers and small-time
farmers in poverty. He is a
symbol of resistance and hope
for many.
In commemoration of the
100th anniversary of his
death, the University of Arkansas is holding an international exhibit: “Emiliano
Zapata: 100 años, 100 fotos/
Emiliano Zapata: 100 years,
100 photographs.”
The exhibition will be dis-

played April 1-15 in the atrium outside of the David and
Barbara Pryor Center for Arkansas Oral and Visual History, 1 East Center St.
“This limited exhibit of visual sources commemorates
the centennial of the death of
Emiliano Zapata (1879-1919)
through the public showing
of a selection of photographs
from the Casasola Collection,
one of the primary archives
of the Mexican Revolution,”
according to a University of
Arkansas press release.
This collection is inspired
by Agustín Victor Casasola,
perhaps the first war correspondent, who captured and
collected hundreds of images
of the revolutionary struggle,
according to the press release.
Casasola was the co-founder
of the Mexican Association of
Press Photographers. The collection has allowed Zapata’s
memory and meaning to remain alive.
The exhibit will be curated
by students associated with
the program in Latin American and Latino Studies, along
with faculty. The School of
Journalism and Strategic Media and other divisions at UA

contributed to the cost of the
exhibit.
After its time at the University of Arkansas, the exhibit
will be hosted by two other
colleges: the University of
Notre Dame in South Bend,
Indiana, and the Universidad
de los Andes in Bogotá, Colombia.
Experts from Art Emporium
will mount the photographs
for public viewing at the Pryor Center. All events are free
and open to the public.
Earlier this week, Rodolfo
Quilantán Arenas, Cónsul of
México in Little Rock, spoke
as part of an opening reception.
Upcoming events include:
• Bilingual Community Activity: music and folksongs
(corridos), games and crafts
for children (papeles picado),
food from 4-6 p.m. on April 9.
• Film Viewing of “Viva Zapata!”` (1952; dir. Elia Kazan)
5 p.m. on April 11
Gabrielle Vite and Kimberly
Jimenez are freshmen at Rogers High School. This is their
first year in the Lemke Journalism Project.

From the international collection “Emiliano Zapata: 100
años, 100 fotos/Emiliano Zapata: 100 years, 100 photographs,” slated for Fayetteville this month. (Courtesy
photo)

Har-Ber Journalists
continued from page 1

Buttrey said, “We have a
principal who strongly encourages our program and
understands how passionate
our staff is about putting out
timely, important and real
news for others to seek.”
Other programs in the area,
however, are not so fond of
their administration’s stance
on the issue. Publications of

Har-Ber are still under prior
review, a process in which all
stories must be read and approved by an administrator
before they are published.
“Our administration has
made it clear that there are
provisions that are in favor
of censorship. They have not
acknowledged the Arkansas
Student Publications Act. Our

principal has made it known
that he can take down an article if it’s ‘too disruptive to
the classroom environment,’”
Sanchez Smith said.
The Arkansas Student Publications Act was passed in
1995, laying out provisions
for student publications operating within educational institutions. The specifications

include: “Students may exercise their right of expression”
and “This right includes expression in school-sponsored
publications, whether such
publications are supported financially by the school or by
use of school facilities or are
produced in conjunction with
a class.”
The Act includes an excep-

tion as provided in Section 4,
that requires student publications “shall recognize that
truth, fairness, accuracy and
responsibility are essential to
the practice of journalism.”
Bailey Hopkins is a junior
at Har-Ber High School. This
is her first year in the Lemke
Journalism Project.
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High School Students Face High Anxiety Levels

Ernesto Casas
The Multicultural News

Students in high school today have the same anxiety
levels as psychiatric patients
during the 1950s. The findings appear in the December issue of the American
Psychological Association’s
(APA) Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology.
Healthline defines anxiety

as fear or apprehension about
what’s to come in the near future. But if these feelings last
longer than six months and
interfere with everyday life, it
could be an anxiety disorder.
Robert L. Leahy Ph.D. reported that about 17 percent
of people have anxiety and 28
percent of people have a type
of anxiety disorder.
Anxiety has become a growing issue over time and continues to increase, said Susan

Heitler Ph.D. She said 25
percent of today’s teens are
affected by anxiety.
Springdale High School student Jonathan Pulido said, “I
feel that the expectations that
come from the students’ parents to do good and to maintain good grades cause students to have anxiety because
they feel pressured that they
will let them down”
Tammy Valesquez, a life
coach, who spoke to the

Lemke Journalism Project
this year, said “There is anxiety everywhere and most people were never taught how to
deal with fear and anxiety in
public schools. There are no
classes on how to deal with
anxiety.”
Social anxiety disorder is
one of the types of anxiety
disorders, according to the
Anxiety and Depression Association of America. A total
of 15 million people in the

U.S. suffer from this anxiety
disorder and the average occurrence starts with teenagers.
When it comes to dealing
with anxiety the ADAA has
four steps:
• Accept that you cannot
control everything
• Do your best
• Maintain a positive attitude
• Learn what triggers the
anxiety

continued on page 17

Childhood Experiences Can Affect Adult Body Image

Sandra Ortiz,
Gaby Aviles and
Jisselle Hurtado
The Multicultural News

Freshman Nancy Gómez scrolls
through Instagram, comparing
her body to the model’s on the
screen. Social media has an
impact on body image. (Photo
illustration by Gaby Aviles)

Teens often develop issues
with body image that stick
with them into adulthood.
However, an “internal GPS”
that helps them distinguish
fact from fiction, said Tammy
Velasquez, a life coach.
“I believe all people have a
feeling inside them. They call
it their gut,” Velasquez said.
“What you think doesn’t always match your feeling. That
feeling, to me personally, is
God-given and will guide you

if something is not right.”
Body image and insecurities
impact a person’s thoughts
and attitudes over their physical appearance, and they are
one of the best-known contributors to the development
of anorexia and bulimia, according to the National Eating
Disorders Association. More
than one-half of teen girls and
nearly one-third of teen boys
use unhealthy diet and weight
loss methods.
An environment can have an
impact on body image. Velasquez said even today, at 47
years old, her childhood experiences still have an impact on
how she views herself.

When Velasquez was growing up, her father called
her “gordita,” which means
chubby in Spanish. This lad to
her believe that she was overweight. In high school Velasquez developed an eating
disorder causing her to lose
weight at an unhealthy rate.
She had to have her dress taken in three times in the months
before prom because she was
losing weight so fast.
Childhood experiences can
impact more than how people
view their weight.
“Yes, body image did impact
my childhood because I grew
up with boys. In my family
there weren’t many females

so I grew up not being too
feminine, but more masculine,” said Carina Albarran,
a Spanish teacher at Rogers
High School.
Relationships, romantic or
platonic, have an impact on
body image that can be good
or bad, Velasquez said. Some
Rogers High School students
think relationships can support you emotionally and
physically.
“I think a real relationship
does help you because you
can encourage one another,
and you can tell each other
how good you are to one an-

said that with the help of
a counselor and principal,
they were able to resolve
one conflict between a noncloseted student and a heterosexual.
After the problem was
fixed, teachers aspired to
make sure that all students
felt welcomed, she said.
The school has a Pride

Club to support students
who have decided to come
out.
One student said that
peers and teachers are very
supportive. Another student, who did not want to
share his name because of
privacy concerns, said his

continued on page 16

Gay Men, Women Finding More Acceptance

Nancy Gomez and
Hanna Tobar
The Multicultural News

Since the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 2105 ruling recognizing same-sex marriage,
people are more comfortable discussing their sexual
orientation and their rights.

In the past year, Jared
Polis became the first
openly gay person elected
governor of a U.S. state.
His 2019 inaugural theme
was “Colorado for All.”
Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona
was sworn in this year as
the first openly bisexual
U.S. senator.
“I feel like it’s about time,

it needed to be talked about
since we’ve always had
this. It’s not something new
to society,” said Carina Albarran, a Spanish teacher at
Rogers High School.
Since she began teaching, Albarran said she has
only dealt with a few conflicts over sexual orientation in the classroom. She

continued on page 19
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Legislative Attempts Highlight Journalism’s Value

continued from page 1

extensive case for the value
of high school journalism.
Mayberry, the Arkansas
Press Association and the
Society of Professional Journalists are working with the
Arkansas Board of Education
to get the high school class
requirement
implemented
through regulations.
A number of Northwest Arkansas high school students
applauded Mayberry’s efforts and spoke about the value of high school journalism
in their academic careers.
“I love the idea of getting
involved within your school
and telling stories of people,”
said Jaylynn Hardbarger, a
junior at Rogers Heritage
High School.
Hardbarger works with
other students on the yearbook. “Yearbook allows you
to tell stories that really matter. My participation in student journalism has been the
best decision I’ve made in all
of high school.”

Mayberry, a former broadcast journalist with KATV in
Little Rock, told the House
Education Committee that
journalism has been a required high school course in
Arkansas since 1984. That
changed in 2018 when the
Arkansas Board of Education removed journalism as
a requirement to make room
for other priorities, such as
computer coding.
Holding up her iPhone,
Mayberry told the committee that the new digital era
has dramatically changed
how citizens gather and distribute news, making fundamental media education
vital in high schools.
“We need more journalism
and mass media education,
not less,” Mayberry said.
“It’s a vital skill in today’s
society.”
The Education Committee
hearing was packed as the
committee heard testimony
from students and faculty

from Har-Ber High School,
Little Rock Central High
School and Sheridan High
School.
Witnesses referenced the
controversial censorship of
the Har-Ber Herald newspaper by the Springdale
School Superintendent in
November over its publication of a report on high
school football transfer
practices.
Carla Sprague, adviser for
the Har-Ber Herald newspaper, was reprimanded
for her role in the articles,
which were reposted on
the internet after a public
outcry. Sprague testified
in support of Mayberry’s
HB-1432, which would
give high school journalism
advisers additional protections against reprisals.
In addition, representatives from the Arkansas
Press Association and the
Society of Professional
Journalists, Northwest Ar-

kansas chapter, testified for
the adviser bill and HB1015, the high school journalism curriculum bill.
Roy Vaughn, a journalism
adviser at Little Rock Central High School, brought
an edition of the school’s
yearbook that contained
rare photos of the AfricanAmerican students who became known as the Little
Rock 9 during the integration crisis in 1957.
Vaughn said the Central
High School yearbook was
an example of student journalism that has enduring
historical value. The yearbook was displayed at the
Smithsonian Institution in
Washington and is a source
of photos for historians and
journalists, he said.
High school students in
Northwest Arkansas said
they value the opportunity
to document the extraordinary and routine events of
their communities.

“It just means so much to
me to be able to capture the
school’s culture in a photograph,” said Hudson Downard, a senior and a yearbook
photographer at Rogers
Heritage High School.
Caroline Chumley said the
high school journalism program at Rogers High helped
prepare her for enrollment
at the University of Arkansas journalism program.
“As a student, journalism
has brought me closer to
my student body,” Chumley
said. “I have been able to
get to know individuals and
their purpose by interviewing them.”

to a report by the Office of
Inspector General.
The 287(g) Act officers
must attend a four-week
basic training program
whereas normal ICE agents
are required to have nearly
double the amount of training to become an ICE officer.

Activists like Aquino continue to push back against
287(g) and its effects on the
community.
“We’re contributing to the
community and the growth
of this city, the cities here
in Benton and Washington
counties. So I think it’s important that for us to con-

tinue that support, that we
also feel safe and secure,”
Aquino said.

Rob Wells, assistant professor at the University of
Arkansas, and Harrison
Downard, a junior at Rogers
Heritage High School, contributed to this report. This
is Downard’s first year in the
Lemke Journalism Project.

ICE-Police Agreement
continued from page 3

sion of two the programs
and found errors in data collection.
A more recent report gathered on Sep. 19, 2018, by
the Office of the Inspector
General, a division of the
Department of Homeland
Security, found that the
287(g) agreements con-

tained several errors, and in
particular, the program did
not effectively train officers
to double as ICE Agents.
“ICE may not be training
(287(g)) law enforcement
officers efficiently and is
not monitoring the officers
to ensure they complete required training,” according

Rachell
Sanchez-Smith
is a junior at Rogers High
School. This is her first year
at the Lemke Journalism
Project.
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‘Drag’ Personas Give Men a Chance to Express Themselves

Livier Arellano
The Multicultural News

When most Northwest
Arkansas students think of
diversity, they may think
about racial differences
rather than physical, gender or career-based diversity.
For example, some Northwest Arkansans might not
be comfortable with the
idea of men regularly wearing makeup, but the practitioners of the art form say
it is a clear representation
of diversity.
“We all have our own
styles and ways we like to
do things, but we are all still
performers,” Shaun Fender
said. “We are all in this together, and we should all
support each other in our
art forms no matter what
we, as individuals like.”
Fender, who lives in Little Rock, started his drag
queen experience more
than two years ago. His
drag persona is named Alura.
“In those two years, I
have won Miss Gay Pride
Fort Smith and have competed in two national pageants,” Fender said.
Most drag queens use
drag as a way to express
themselves in ways they
would not normally be able
to otherwise.
“Being a drag queen has
allowed me to express a
whole range of artistry
and emotion,” Fender said.
“I have done things on
stage, I’ve worn beautiful
costumes and gowns, ‘gi-

normous’ hair, and shoes.
Alura is 10 times more
glamorous than my male
side will ever be.”
For Tyler Rowe, his drag
person Alisa is a way to let
go and to feel confident in a
way he normally wouldn’t.
“As Tyler, I am a professional and I can’t just
dance around all day,”
Rowe said. “It allows me
to express my artistic side
that I don’t get to do every
day. It’s an escape from my
actual reality. I don’t have
to be this professional person anymore.”

Rowe, who lives in Fayetteville, also gains more
confidence in drag.
“I mean if I’m out as Alisa I get a lot more compliments and a lot more people
talk to me and people want
photos with me,” Rowe
said. “It’s definitely been
a confidence booster and I
wish I could carry it over to
Tyler a little bit more.”
Like Rowe, Fender’s drag
persona, Alura, is a social
butterfly. Unlike Alura,
Fender tends to keep to
himself.
“I wish I was as social as

Alura is, especially when it
comes to dating,” Fender
said.
Many Northwest Arkansans have a difficult time
understanding the art of
drag and may believe drag
artists simply want to be
women.
“That’s not necessarily the case,” Rowe said.
“Sometimes it could be,
but at least in my case it’s
not. I’m very content in being Tyler. Alisa is just an
art form to me. It’s just a
way of expressing a different part of myself.”

Sometimes the negative
view toward drag queens
happens within the gay
community.
“A lot of guys view drag
queens as being catty and
drama-filled all the time in
and out of drag,” Fender
said. “But that’s not always
the case. Most of the time
when we are being catty, or
throwing shade at one another, we’re really just joking and having a fun time
with one another.”
Of course, apart from

continued on page 19

Tyler Rowe

Tyler Rowe as Alisa

Shaun Fender

Shaun Fender as Alura
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Professor Derives Inspiration from Both Sides of Border

Danny Fuentes
The Multicultural News

A landscape architecture
professor from Mexico
considers himself a hybrid
practitioner, with one foot
in Latin America, one in the
United States.
Professor Gabriel Diaz
Montemayor, who was born
and raised in Chihuahua,
Mexico, is a visiting professor this year at the University of Arkansas. He spoke
by Skype with Lemke Journalism students in February.
Montemayor said he finds
ways to “contribute to development of landscape architecture in Latin America
because it’s not as disciplined,” as in the U.S.
Since he was a child, he
was interested in landscape
architecture and learning
about buildings in different cities in Mexico.He has
been teaching since the age
of 21 and was named the
Verna C. Garvan Distin-

guished Visiting Professor
in Landscape Architecture at the U.A. Fay Jones
School of Architecture and
Design.
During his time here, Montemayor has been leading a
studio, teaching future designers how to manipulate
landforms, prevent issues
with water, and increase
accessibility to things like
public areas like parks.
“I have an ability and the
skills to work in this kind
of environment, I have designed buildings, but my
heart is more toward public
spaces,” Montemayor said.
He said he has always
been an environmentalist.
“I have always been occupied with the impact we
have on our planet. That intersected with my interest in
the city and made me what I
am now,’’ he said.
Landscape architects have
to work with a lot of restoration of damage. Montemayor said urbanization
has produced changes.

“We have capacity to mediate the impact. Most of
that happens through public spaces,” he said.
“Landscape is not only
natural; it’s in places where
humans have already had
an impact.
“Think about the planet where no human has
ever been. There’s no manipulation of the lands.
Landscapes intersect with
culture and nature and permeate our society. My work
advocates for public spaces
of quality and accessibility
of infrastructure,’’ he said.
Montemayor teaches at
the University of Texas at
Austin and is co-founder of
LABOR Studio in Chihuahua, Mexico.
During his early activism
in environmentalism, he
joined a complaint against
trash burning in Chihuahua.
“We knew burning trash
would produce harmful
chemicals that would be
suspended in the air that

A building in the Mexican border town of McAllen, Texas,
has stood since the area was Mexican territory. (Staff photo.)

we’d be breathing; it was
eventually banned, and I
think we contributed to
that because of our participation in protests,” he said.

Danny Fuentes is a senior
at Rogers Heritage High
School. This is his second
year in the Lemke Journalism Project.

Young Latinas, African Americans Threatened with Aggressive Breast Cancer
Delilah Rosales
The Multicultural News

Triple-negative breast cancer is one of the many aggressive types of breast cancer,
affecting mostly Latina and
African-American
women
under the age of 40. Studies show that in 2019 there
will be 282,000 new cases
of breast cancer, with 15-20
percent of cases being triplenegative breast cancer.

Women diagnosed with
HER2 (human epidermal
growth factor receptor
2) and triple-negative breast
cancer are at higher risk for
the cancer travelling to the
brain. Because the cancer is
so aggressive, the patient has
an average of six months to
live after being diagnosed.
Professor Tameka Bailey
is a University of Arkansas
professor who studies breast
cancer.
She said her research found

that triple-negative breast
cancer cells that the scientists genetically engineered to
overexpress protein induced
more triple-negative breast
cancer brain tumors in comparison to cells that express
normal levels of the protein.
From always being intrigued by science during her
upbringing in rural Gould,
Arkansas, Bailey has formed
an outreach program to guide
others into the science field.
Bailey is a strong advocate

for women being aware of
what is happening to their
bodies. The Ozark affiliate of
Susan G. Komen have fund
raisers to offer affordable care
to patients. They provide programs to inform women about
types of breast cancer, how to
prevent them and the importance of breast screenings.
Breast cancer patient navigators are an important part
of a cancer patient’s journey.
They ensure that the patient is
taken care of comfortably.

“Breast cancer patient navigators assist patients through
the continuum of care. They
make sure the patient understands all aspects of their care
from start to finish. They inform patients of available resources and help them to acquire them” Bailey said.
Delilah Rosales is a sophomore at Rogers High School.
This is her first year in the
Lemke Journalism Project
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LJP Graduate: Program Teaches Important Life Lessons and Builds Confidence
Halle Roberts
The Multicultural News

Viviana Millán, who is the
marketing coordinator for
soccer project for Sporting
KC in Kansas City, talked
with a Multicultural News
reporter about her career after
the Lemke Journalism Project.
Q: How did the Lemke
Journalism Project help you?
A: LJP gave me the foundation and confidence I needed
before starting university. As
a senior in high school, I knew
I wanted to study journalism,
but I didn’t necessarily know
why. Being part of LJP answered my why and more. As
I entered school at the UofA,

Viviana Millán

Educators

I already knew the fundamentals of journalism and also the
professors I would be interacting with for the next four
years.
Q: When did you first decide
you wanted to work in sports?
A: As a sophomore RSN,
Razorback Sports Network,
launched as the U of A’s SEC
Network Affiliate. I always
grew up interested in sports,
but it wasn’t until I accepted a
position as a Student Production Assistant that I realized I
could combine my interests.
At that time, I thought I wanted
to work in sports broadcasts.
Though I don’t work in production, the position gave me a
great insight as to how college
athletics and sports organizations work. And how exciting
and dynamic this field is.
Q: What did you find helped
you most from your training in
journalism?
A: The first day of LJP I
learned the most important
lesson I’ve carried with me
throughout my career: Always
answer the Who, What, When,
Where, Why and How. As a
journalist it was always important to answer those questions.
As a marketer, it’s just as prevalent especially when thinking

about your product and your
audience.
Q: What is your favorite part
of the job and why?
A: I am in the process of
defining my organization’s
brand. I work for a sub-brand
of Sporting KC called soccer
project. It’s essentially a startup that is poised to change how
players and fans interact with
soccer gear and soccer lifestyle
clothing. Thus far, my favorite part has been being part of
the decision making and shaping our 5W’s and H. It’s been
great to see my concepts come
to life and how collaborating
with my co-workers can lead
to creative and impactful ideas
and experiences.
Q: How did you begin your
career?
A: It all started at the U of
A, RSN and UATV (the UofA
student television station). My
times as an undergrad were the
most important developmental
years of my career. I learned so
much more than the basics, so
I would be prepared to take on
a job after graduation. After
graduating, I interned for the
New York Mets as a Video
Production Intern. The Mets
were the NL champions the
previous year, so it was an ex-

citing time to work for the organization. It also helped that
I am a HUGE Mets fan. After
living in New York for four
months I realized that though I
loved sports and journalism, I
wasn’t sure if broadcast/video
production was my future.
I returned to Fayetteville
where I was a digital media coordinator for a local boutique
and realized that my previous
experience in multi-media and
my journalism degree could
complement a marketing career. I decided to get a master’s
degree in Integrated Marketing and Communications at
the University of Kansas and
have loved the journey since.
Making the decision to take
a step back and truly analyze
what I wanted to do was the
best thing I could have done.
Now, I have a job that utilizes
my journalism degree, my imc
degree and my multi-media
background.
Q: What advice do you have
for people who aspire to be in
your position?
A: Be patient and don’t forget to always be present. It
is so easy to get caught up in
what other people are doing
nowadays and comparing your
successes with theirs that we

forget to be patient and enjoy
the ride to success. Half of
the fun is the experiences you
have on the way to success or
whatever your end-goal might
be. If you want to love your
job, be patient. It will come
but it will not fall on your lap.
You must be willing to sacrifice things (i.e go from fulltime to part-time) if you see
it will benefit you in the future. But while you are making those smart moves, enjoy
the process that is change. It
can be nerve-wrecking and
scary but exciting and freeing. Knowing you are making
a change that will benefit your
future is so rewarding. I always recommend remembering that each of your choices
are made for a reason. And
when it comes to school, your
career or anything else, always
make the decisions you believe will benefit you. It may
not always happen, but you
will learn something along the
way. Just don’t forget to learn
something along the way.

ple speak negatively toward
these Latino students.
“It is important we get to
see everyone’s perspective
before we speak out against
one another,” she said.
Her goal in interviews is to
learn what students would
like to see change, so that
they feel more included in

the educational system. This
could be policy or, in general,
a climate in which students
are acknowledged, supported
and understood.
She said it’s important for
educators to validate students’
experiences and culture. Students need a platform for their
voices, she said.

She said in California
there are efforts being made
to create official “safe spaces” for undocumented students.
Arkansas does not have an
official center for undocumented students, but Shelton said faculty members
work together informally to

connect undocumented students to other advocates and
supporters.

Halle Roberts is a senior at
Har-Ber High School. This
is her first year in the Lemke
Journalism Project.

continued from page 5

individual experiences. She
said she never uses video
in her research, because she
wants to protect student privacy.
“My specific area of research centers on the student
voice,” she said. Students
need a sense of belonging
and it is damaging when peo-

Emilia Grace Aguayo is
a freshman at Rogers High
School. This is her first year
in the Lemke Journalism
Project.
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‘Root of Discrimination is Ignorance’: Paez

Emilia Grace Aguayo
The Multicultural News

Discrimination has been a struggle
for minorities and continues affecting
the lives of local students. They understand the issues won’t be healed when
they become adults.
Studies from the Pew Research Center have shown that 9 out of 10 African-Americans and more than half of
Hispanics, adults and students, have
been targeted by racial discrimination.
Rogers High School freshman Axel
Arias said he has been taunted by others simply because of his skin color.
“I was discriminated against for my
skin color,” Arias said. He was told

he should go back to Mexico and that
Americans don’t want him here because Hispanics are unsuccessful.
Ninth-grader Mercedes Watson from
Rogers High School has, too, dealt
with facing discriminatory acts after
she and her brother were adopted from
Guatemala.
“My family and I were in an elevator when a lady gave us mean looks
because of our appearance,” Watson
said.
While many students find themselves being discriminated against, the
youths understand that they will continue to see it in subtle ways when they
enter the workplace.
“I want there to be changes in our society,” Watson said. “When I grow up,

Dreamers

Arias and Paez both said they believe
that the best course of action to take
when trying to defeat discrimination
and stereotyping is to teach children
in the public education system that
looking or sounding different is okay.
If teachers and counselors educate the
youth to be accepting of everyone, discrimination should decrease.
“The root of discrimination is ignorance,” Paez said. “If we can show diversity in a positive light, then we can
eliminate stereotyping as a whole.”

Emilia Aguayo is a freshman at Rogers High School. This is her first year
in the Lemke Journalism Project.

Bolivia

continued from page 7

continued from page 7

million in annual GDP losses” and “would
result in a loss of $460.3 billion from the
national GDP over the next decade.”
Working with Dreamers is “very frustrating,” said Professor Beth Zilberman, because some ICE employees are not willing
to release vital information about immigration cases. Zilberman is an attorney working at the University of Arkansas as the director of the Immigration Clinic.
“My parents didn’t tell me I was a
Dreamer until I was in high school,” one
Dreamer said. “When they did, I was kind
of worried, thinking of what could happen.
It made me watch all my actions carefully
and to stay out of trouble. While I didn’t go
to college, all the ways I got jobs were from
recommendations. I regret not trying to get
into college, but I was worried for what
could happen if people found out I was a
dreamer.”

really open their eyes to
issues that we may never
think about here at home.”
This won’t be the first
time Shockley has been
out of the country. She also
traveled to Thailand on a
mission trip.
She said young people
should take advantage of

Milea Ring is a sophomore at Rogers
High School. Roberto Calderon is a freshman at Rogers High School. This is their
first year in the Lemke Journalism Project.

I don’t want there to be kids who have
to deal with the dirty looks I get.”
Dr. Rocio Paez, a visiting assistant
professor in the department of sociology and criminology at the University
of Arkansas, told students at a recent
workshop that she still is affected by
stereotyping.
“My accent is a giveaway that I am
not from the United States,” Paez said.
“There was an instance where I was
at the airport talking to a man. In the
middle of the conversation he said,
‘Oh wow, most likely you and your
family will be sent back because of the
new president.’
“A lot of discrimination is subjective.
The cause of it all is the lack of understanding,” Paez said.

Body Image

study abroad opportunities
in college.
“Not only will I be getting school credit, but
I get to go to a beautiful country and experience a new landscape
and culture. Studying
abroad opens your eyes
to the world and gives

you hands-on experience
compared to looking at a
textbook,” she said.
Teague, who is interested in print journalism,
received a scholarship to
help pay for the costs.
“I think going to this
trip will definitely help
cultivate skills needed

in this industry,” she
said. “This is definitely a
bucket list item.”
Jisselle Hurtado is a
freshman at Rogers High
School. This is her first
year in the Lemke Journalism Project.

continued from page 11
other,” said Orlando Perez, a sophomore at Rogers High School.
Albarran said she agrees.
“Relationships do help you because you feel better about yourself
when you have someone who likes
you,” Albarran said.
Social media has grown over the
years and can impact body image, as
well.
Instagram, a popular app, is known
for having “insta models” that set a

high standard for how one is supposed to appear. Several Rogers
High students said that these standards made them feel insecure about
their appearance.
“Social media demonstrates a stereotype of how we should all look,
and what is in style,” Albarran said.
Apps, like Facetune, help users
edit photos to make them more like
the what they perceive to be more
attractive.

“Everyone wants to be a certain
person such as a model or their favorite person on the internet, so they
think they need to be like that but
they shouldn’t,” Perez said.
Sandra Ortiz, Gaby Aviles and
Jisselle Hurtado are freshmen at
Rogers High School. This is their
first year in the Lemke Journalism Project.
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Retired Professor Tells Students: ‘Take Lots of Pictures’

Serenity Anderson
The Multicultural News

Retired journalism Professor
Patsy Watkins has tips for students interested in photography: Take lots of pictures.
Watkins is the author of a
book of photographs taken
in Arkansas during the Depression. She recently won an
award from Preserve Arkansas for her book, “It’s All Done
Gone: Arkansas Photographs
from the Farm Security Administration, 1935-1943.’’
Watkins said students don’t
need expensive classes to get a
start in photography.
“Go to the library and look
at books on photography.
Study the really great pictures.
What makes them great? The
best way to learn photography
is to study and teach yourself,”
she said.
She said aspiring photographers should learn about the
features on their phones or
cameras.
Watkins has been teaching
since 1984 and spent many
years helping with the Lemke
Journalism Project.
She said her book project
taught her a lot about Arkansas.
“As I’m not a native of Ar-

kansas, I had a lot to learn
about Arkansas history, especially that during the Great
Depression,” she said.
She said that she learned
that cotton was an important
crop. It was grown in all but
eight counties in Arkansas in
the 1930s.
“Growing cotton was very
hard work and required a lot
of manual labor in the fields.
There was almost no mechanical equipment used,”
she said.
“Though there were certainly Arkansans who had
comfortable lives during the
Great Depression, there were
also a lot of extremely poor
people who barely survived.
They lived in shacks that
were cold in winter and hot
in summer. Life was a struggle for them. Most of these
people lived in the eastern
part of the state,” she said.
She said that public school
teachers’ salaries were very
low, especially for those who
taught in elementary schools
and in rural schools. Salaries for teachers in AfricanAmerican schools were the
lowest, she said.
The black-and-white photographs in her book were
taken by a variety of photographers. They feature work-

A photo of the daughter of a Negro sharecropper, as it is identified in Dr. Patsy Watkins’
book, “It’s All Done Gone: Arkansas Photographs from the Farm Security Administration,
1935-1943.’’ (Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division,
FSA/OWI Collection, [reproduction number, e.g., LC-USF34-9058-C]
ers picking cotton, women
doing laundry, families outside church and old homes.
One portrait shows a blind
street musician.
Watkins retired from the
university last year, but still
volunteers with LJP. She
met with several groups of
students to explain how she
researched the photographs

and decided which ones to
include in her book, which
was published by the University of Arkansas Press.
“We have had so many terrific students participate in
LJP, with many of them becoming our students in the
journalism program. We’ve
been able to watch them
grow up and become excel-

lent writers and photographers -- and become our
good friends,” she said.

Serenity Andrerson is a
senior at Springdale High
School. This is her first year
in the Lemke Journalism
Project.

High School Anxiety
continued from page 11

Valesquez said schools should implement classes or programs to help
students deal with anxiety.
“No one is exempt from any type of
life challenges,” she said. “That is how
we grow.”
Valesquez said sometimes students

and parents don’t work together because they are unaware that there is
a problem. “if the parents were to
have self-awareness, they can help
the youth and realize something has to
change.”
Pulido suggested that education

could be at the core of the increase. He
said, “I feel like the anxiety also has
to come from schools not teaching real
life problems.”
Keyla Ochoa, a Springdale High
School junior, said, “ I haven’t heard
of the school helping anyone at all

with anxiety, but if they do it is probably not enough”
Ernesto Casas is a sophomore at
Springdale High School. This is his first
year in the Lemke Journalism Project.
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‘Instable’ Photos Lead Teens to Picturesque Spots

Yoselin Ayala, Daisy
De Santiago, Lyzbeth
Chavero and
Ernesto Casas
The Multicultural News

Teenagers like to take pictures to capture the moment,
looking for the perfect “Instable” pictures -- that is,
one good enough to post
on their main social media.
Here are 10 places in Northwest Arkansas that teens are
likely to take pictures.
1. Cross Church in Rogers. Attractive to tourists
because of the garden and
layout of three crosses with
a waterfall.
2. Razorback Gardens.
Located in Fayetteville next
to the basketball practice
center. It has a bridge and a
statue of the Razorback.

3. Jones Center. Located
in Springdale, it’s a popular place where people can
swim, skate and enjoy other activities.
4.
Springdale
High
School grounds. Here, students take pictures outside
near the trees, stadium and
rotunda.
5. Devils Den. People go
to take pictures, swim, and
hike the trails at this state
park in West Fork.
6. Skyline Cross on Mount
Sequoyah. This spot overlooks downtown Fayetteville. Many people go up to
the cross near sundown and
wait for the perfect sunset
image.
7. The Crystal Bridges
Museum of American Art
in Bentonville has outdoor
trails that have many statutes and other artworks to
take pictures with.

8. Downtown Rogers art
walls. The downtown area
has many murals and offers
some funky colors and options.
9. Many Springdale families relax in Emma Park
and play in the improved
playground that was remodeled a few years ago.
10. Downtown Eureka
Springs is a popular tourism attraction with its historic Victorian-style homes
and buildings plus lots of
shopping and restaurants.

Daisy De Santiago, Yoselin Ayala, Ernesto Casas
and Lyzbeth Chavero are
sophomores at Springdale
High School. This is their
first year in the Lemke
Journalism Project.

Friends relax at Crystal Bridges in Bentonville, inside “The Way of Color,” a site-specific art
installation designed by artist James Turrell. Photo by Daisy De Santiago

Ernesto Casas checks out the new Emma Park in Springdale. Photo by Yoselin Ayala

A father and son from Dallas take a photo at a popular spot,
the Skyline Cross on Mount Sequoyah in Fayetteville. Photo
by Yoselin Ayala
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Homelessness among High School Students Increases
Daisy De Santiago and
Yoselin Ayala
The Multicultural News

The United States Interagency
Council on Homelessness estimates that every year in Arkansas there are about 12,000 teens
that experience homelessness.
At Springdale High, there is
a club called Spirit Bulldogs
where students help each other
by making food donations,
to be packed up and ready for

students in need during school
breaks.
According to Talk Business,
there are 294 students in Bentonville that were homeless in
2013 and 192 in Fayetteville.
Rates of homeless students in
grades K-12 goes up about 20
percent every year.
Arkansas Online reported
the distribution of the total 977
homeless students in the top
four cities affected in Northwest
Arkansas:
•
Bentonville 336
•
Fayetteville 287

•
•

Rogers 210
Springdale 144

About 75 percent of students
live with friends or relatives and
15 percent of students living in
shelters with other homeless
students, families and adults.

Daisy De Santiago and Yoselin
Ayala are sophomores at Springdale High School. This is their
first year in the Lemke Journalism Project.

The Spirit Bulldogs, a Springdale High School club,
shows the results from its 2018 Thanksgiving food drive.
(Photo courtesy of Springdale High School)

Drag

Gay Acceptance

continued from page 13
their own fashion, the two former drags have their own style.
And it is harder than it looks.
“Drag is an ever-changing art.
There will always be new fashions to try, and different makeup
techniques to learn,” Fender
said.
For Rowe and Fender, drag is
an art, and art can be expressed
in any shape or form. For some,
drag can ultimately be a hobby.
“I go for a more feminine look
versus art,” Rowe said. “I’m
more of an aesthetic person versus expression.”
Fender reigned for Miss Gay
Fort Smith 2017.
“I just love competing in pageants,” Fender said. “Even if I
don’t win, I still have fun and
learn a lot. I plan on competing
for more titles.”
As for Rowe, the adrenaline
rush of being on stage is memorable. “It’s such a rush performing for people and watching people’s expressions,” he said.
But coming home from a night

continued from page 11
of drag performance is different
from Rowe’s personal life.
“It could be a little weird, especially being on a stage and having people scream for you and
coming back to a house that’s
silent,” Rowe said. “It’s that sigh
of relief that you are done for the
night, you know it’s over and
you can go back to reality kind
of thing.”
After coming from an enthusiastic show and slipping out of
the drag persona, Fender finds
himself thinking over the event
that previously transpired.
“When I go from one atmosphere to another, I think of that
as my transition period between
being Alura and going back to
being Shaun,” Fender said.
For those who are wanting to
try drag, Fender’s advice is to
just do it.
“You’ll never know if it’s something you truly want to do until
you take your first step onto the
stage,” Fender said. “Also, do
your research and learn the his-

tory. Drag has such a deep history,
not just performance-wise, but socially and politically.”
Rowe agreed with Fender on advice for those who are thinking of
taking the stage.
“At the end of the day, drag is an
expression of you and your art,”
Rowe said. “There are no rules to
drag. Once you do it, you’ll fall in
love with it.”
This diverse lifestyle can provide
an opportunity for drag queens to
bond with others in Northwest Arkansans.
“I have gained so many brothers
and sisters through this art form,”
Fender said. “We are really a
close-knit family in the drag community, and we often help one another through difficult situations
both in our personal and professional lives.”
Livier Arellano is a junior at
Rogers High School. This is her
first year in the Lemke Journalism
Project.

family cannot accept any way other than heterosexuality, leaving him with shame.
In February, a study found that youth 12 to
14 years old who identify as LGBT are more
likely to die by suicide than heterosexual
teens, according to Reuters.
Geoffrey Ream of Adelphi University
told the news organization that researchers
“already knew, or at least suspected, that
younger people are especially vulnerable
to the stress of coming out. This is because
they don’t have the psychological resources
or personal independence to handle things
themselves that they will have when they are
older.”
Locally, Northwest Arkansas Equality (nwaequality.org) has support groups and
services, free HIV/AIDS testing and education and social events. Each summer it hosts
Northwest Arkansas Pride, the state’s largest
LGBTQ pride celebration. The 2019 parade
celebration is June 14-16.
Students can also get information at glaad.
org/resourcelist.
Nancy Gomez and Hanna Tobar are freshmen at Rogers High School. This is their first
year in the Lemke Journalism Project.
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